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How DNA bridges the gap:
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Maria Blume Maria’s
Parents




Multi-Meeting Case Study /)

Who were the parents of Maria K. (Blume) Sanneman,
who died in Steele County, Minnesota on 30 December 1904

Direct & Indirect Evidence (EA.N.,, Cemetery details and Timelines) paired with DNA evidence lead to
the previously unknown and unstated parents of Maria K. (Blume) Sanneman



Case Study: Maria’s Process

1. Review the known source material (identifying key events and locations):
a. Census (Federal, MN State, MN Territory)

Vital Records

Immigration and Naturalizations

Death (

: istas, Obituary, Cemetery, Probate)
. Listof E a
2. Write this.

3. Create a Timeline of her life, as known:

p oo o

a. When and where
b. Who is she interacting with? EAN.



Case Study: Maria’s Process (part 2)

5. Work the DNA:
a. Best Person to Test / Best Test Taker to Use?

b. GGP Charts (DNA Reference at Grand Parents)
i. Create a Sanneman/Blu e BKM or Best Known Match in

Sanneman/Blume

ii. My Sanneman/Blume Cluster: The Shared Matches should contain matches to
Heinrich Ludwig Sanneman’s parents and Maria K. Blume’s parents.
6. Write This.
7. Work the DNA:

a. Hunt the Shared Matches for B n ]Q_I
b. Reconcile Last Name Spelling® , M, BLOHM



Case Study: Maria’s Process (part 3)

8. Research matches family trees
a. Heinrich Abbe and his wife, Eliza Bluhm
b. Heinrich Bluhm and his wife
c. Franz Blohm and Catherine Jlu,nleir family
9. Compare Timelines between Maria and Eliza / Henry/ Franz & Catherine
10. Search for other Abbes & Blume/Bluhm/Blohms in DNA Matches
a. Are these matches related?
b. Can you connect these folks on paper?
11. Create a Blohm/Nielandt Chart for Franz Blohm and Catharina Dorothea Nielandt:
a. Eliza who married Henry Abbe & their descendants
b. Henry who married Margaret Beck & their descendants
c. William who married Henrietta Rosenau & their records



Case Study: Maria’s Process (part 4)

12.

13.
14.

15.

Research Henry, Elizabeth and William
a. William’s probate files name his siblings (2 we didn’t know about)
b. Research 2 More Siblings
i.  Schmallfeldts - Probate
ii. Luehrs - more DNA Matches
Find the Blohm/Nielandt family in Mecklenburg
Resolve Conflicts
a. Locations: Mecklenburg v. Hannover
b. First Names - UGH! What is it with Germans?
c. One more Immigration record???
Write it up.



Review What's Known:

2Lz

Spouse & Children

Siblings

]
Aa

John Patrick Hogan

A 18651937

l

John Alanson Hogan
1903-1968

\

|

2

Ettie May Mitchell
1866-1948

@ Frank William Belina
A 18711934

]
Violet Mary B Belina
1908-1989

1

Mary A Sanneman
1872-1932

Michael Hogan
1840-1929

Margaret Craddock
1845-1887

Alanson M Mitchell
1836-1920

Margaret Walker
18411916

Franz Frank J Belina
18471899

Antonia Fisher
1851-1946

Heinrich R H Sanneman
18411933

Katherine Pichner
1841-1910

Hogan

Add mother
John Craddock

Eleanor Healey Heady

Joseph Mitchell
Mary Polly M Bassett
John Walker

Elizabeth Betta Dean

Vaclav Wenzel Belina
Johanna Sauba
Benjamin Fisher

Anna Fibiger

Heinrich L Senneman

Catharina M Blohm Maria

Jan John Pichner

Paulina Fibiger
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#2 Meriden Township Cemetery {///////

Surnames buried there:

Abbe, Altenburg, Bathel, Beck, Behsmann, Blohm , Blume , Brase, Buelow, Buker, Gartmann,
Casperson, Daetz, Davis, Dolgner, Drache, Drinken , Hartmann, Fette, Heinz, Hiers, Gansaugie, Grass,
Grunz, Hass, Kellerman, Lippert , Mahl, Meinburg, Miller, Mundt, Nielandt , Olhoeft, Ost, Petrich,
Radkte, Rosenau, Ruetter, Sannemann , Schendel, Schmidt, Schuldt, Schulz, Schultz, Scholljegerdes,
Sotebeer, Stelter, Tovson, Voss, Wicklow , Wiechmann, Wickler, Willert, Wollert, Zacharias,

Many of these surnames immigrated from Germany in pre-statehood Minnesota.



Gen 4 = Sanneman/Blume

4 Matches:
=20, 17, 16, 11

I'm hesitant
to use these!!l

Heinrich Ludwig Sanneman
m about 1835 In Germany
Maria Sophia K Blohm

I

[

I

I

]

Henry R Sanneman
m Katherine Pichner

John Willlam
m Maria Stangler

Ernest J Sanneman
m Eliza Lippert
m2 Carolina Lippert

Mena Sanneman
m Henry Drinken

I—]—|

Mary A Sanneman

Ordelia
Arthur G Sanneman
unmarried, no 3
o m Mamie Gauglitz
children

Violet M Belina

EJHM

noknownlvhgmml

I

[

]

Anna Drinken

m Gustav Fette

Edith Drinken
m Charles Wickiow

Ordella Fette
m Henry McCrackan

Daniel Fetter
m Luclile Sorenson

Erwin Wickiow

l

l

201

16/1

17/1

11/1




Within Shared Matches with P. S.
LIZ and G R

4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed ||Maternal side

<1% shared DNA: 30 cM across 2 segments

In the targeted cluster of matches and not in any other clusters.

Surnames in tree include: Fette, Brase, Wilker, Abbe, and Bluhm

Abbe/Bluhms from Mecklenburg, lived in Clayton County IA, and Meriden, MN at the same times.
Abbe/Bluhm buried in Meriden Township Cemetery.



Best Known Match: D. A.

In Liz’s Shared Matches with D. A. is:

L1Z and L R LIZ and N O

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin | Maternal side Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin | Maternal side

< 1% shared DNA: 25 cM across 2 segments < 1% shared DNA: 20 cM across 2 segments

In the targeted cluster of matches and not in any other clusters.
L. R. is the first match to D. A. with these characteristics that has an attached family tree.
In L. R’s tree is Henry Blohm who lived in Mecklenberg, Clayton County IA, Steele County, MN.



Elizabeth (Bluhm) Abbe

Henry Blohm




Blume v. Bluhm v. Blohm Timelines

Event Maria (Liz) Eliza (G. R.) Henry (L. R.) Franz & Catherine
Born 1816 Mecklenburg | 1825 Teldau, 1825 Mecklenburg Pre 1800, born
Mecklenburg Teldau, Meck
Married Abt 1840 1848 Boizenburg, Meck. | 1856, Clayton, IA 1813 Boizenburg
Arrival in US 1853 1854 1854 - same ship 1854 - same ship

Clayton County,
lowa

Arrival in Steele
County

Burial in Meriden

1853-1856

1857, neighbors

Yes

1855 [son’s birth]

1857, neighbors

Yes

1856

1857, Neighbors

Waseca, Next
County

WAIT!

1857 with Henry’s

family

Yes



Blume v. Bluhm v. Blohm Timelines

Event

Born

Married

Arrival in US

Clayton County,
lowa

Arrival in Steele
County

Burial in Meriden

Maria (Liz) Eliza (G. R.) Henry (L. R.)

1816 Mecklenburg | 1825 Teldau, 1825 Mecklenburg
Mecklenburg

Abt 18 "~ ST B T

1853 Same places and the same times

OVER and OVER!

1853-1

1857, neighbors 1857, neighbors 1857, Neighbors

Yes Yes Waseca, Next

County

Franz & Catherine

Pre 1800, born
Teldau, Meck

1813 Boizenburg

1854 - same ship

WAIT!

1857 with Henry’s
family

Yes



Franz Blohm & Catherine Nielandt ”//////

Looking into this family group:

e Franz & Catharine had 3 known children (accordding to cemetery records and online trees:)
o Elizabeth who married Henry Abbe
o Henry who married Margaret Beck
o William who married Henrietta Rosenau



What about William Blohm? /)

Event Maria (Liz) Eliza (G. R.) Henry (L. R.) William Blohm Franz & Catherine

Born 1816 1825 Teldau, 1825 Mecklenburg 1835 Mecklenburg Pre 1800, born Teldau,
Mecklenburg Mecklenburg Meck

Married Abt 1840 1848 Boizenburg, 1856, Clayton, IA 1863 Steele County 1813 Boizenburg

Meck.

Arrival in US 1853 1854 1854 - same ship 1854 - same ship 1854 - same ship

Clayton 1853-1856 1855 [son’s birth] 1856 unknown WAIT!!

County, lowa

Arrival in 1857, 1857, neighbors 1857, Neighbors 1857, with Franz & 1857 with Henry’s

Steele County | neighbors Catherine family

Burial in Yes Yes Waseca, Next County Yes Yes

Meriden



What about William Blohm? ///////

e William married Paulina Henrietta Rosenau, 1863 in Steele County, Minnesota
e William died 12 May 1888 in Steele County.
His last will written 1884. Left his entire estate to wife.
William and Henrietta have no children.
Administrator = Ernest Sanneman (no relationship given, but NEPHEW)
So his probate records name:
m Henrietta, widow
m Henry Blohm, brother
m Marie Sanneman , Elizabeth Abbe, Dorothea Schmallfeldt, Catherina Luehr, SISTERS!

O O O O

This is the first record discovered that puts Maria Blume Sanneman in a family!

What about Dorothea Schmallfeldt and Catherine Luehr?



Sister Dorothea Schmallfeldt

e William’s Probate records give no further information about Dorothea Schmallfeldt
o No location or spouse’s name
o Searching Steele County between 1857-1895 - no Schmallfeldts
o Lots of spelling variations of “Schmallfeldt” makes it hard to search
e Conduct a wide search for a marriage in Minnesota or Iowa
o ______ Blohm/Blume/Bluhm

o I did not use her first name, because GERMANS 1st Names are crazy.
o _ Schmallfeldt (wide spelling variations), didn’t know his first name.



Sister Dorothea Schmallfeldt

e Conduct a wide search for a marriage in Minnesota or Iowa
0 Blohm/Blume/Bluhm

o Idid not use her first name, because GERMANS 1st Names are crazy.
o ______ Schmallfeldt (wide spelling variations), didn’t know his first name.
© I find this: Name Doris Blum

Gender Female

Marriage Date 25 Sep 1855

Marriage Place Clayton, lowa

Spouse Christopher Schmalifeldt

FHL Film Number 1255482

Reference ID bkl pg9t



Sister Doras Schmallfeldt

e 1870 US Federal Census, Farmersburg, Clayton County, [OWA
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If so, where is Franz Blohm?
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o In 1870, he lived with son Henry (who married Margaret Beck) in Steele County

o No Doras in that household
o  Aged parents separate and lived with different children?¢?

Doras BLUM with spouse Christopher, mother Doras Blohm and lodger Henry Drinkern.

This Henry Drinken’s nephew married Maria Sanneman’s daughter Minnie.
Is this Doras Blohm, the same as Catherine Nielandt who married Franz Blohm?



Sister Doras Schmallfeldt

She died 1893 in Farmersburg, Clayton County, Iowa, but left no will.
Her husband, Christopher Schmallfeldt died on 22 December 1911 in Farmersburg.
He wrote a will in 1903.

o No living children

o Divided his estate into 9 equal parts
o 5 for his siblings

o 4 for his wife’s siblings:

| :
7th. I give, bequeath and devise a one-ninth part of all my property, beth real and

H personal, te Henry Bluhm, my brother-in-law, of Wasseca County, Minneseta.
i 8th. I give, bequeath and devise a one-ninth part of all my property, heth real and
persenal, te Maria Sennemann, my sister-in-law, of Steele County, Minnesota.

9th., I give, bequeath and devise a ene-ninth part of all my preperty, both real and
poersonal, te Elizabeth Abbe, my sister-in-law, of Steele County, Minneseta,

10th., I give, bequeath and devise a one-ninth part ef all my property, beth real and
persenal, to Catharine Luhr, my sister-in-law, of Clayton County, Tewa.
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Blume v. Bluhm v. Blohm Timelines

Event

Born

Married

Arrival in
usS

Clayton
County,
lowa

Arrival in
Steele
County

Burial in
Meriden

Maria (Liz)

1816 Mecklenburg

Abt 1840

1853

1853-1856

185 Same places and the same times

Yes

Eliza (G. R.)

1825 Teldau,
Mecklenburg

1848 Boizenburg,
Meck.

1854

1855 [son’s birth]

Henry (L. R.)

1828 Mecklenburg

1856, Clayton, IA

1854 - same ship

1856

OVER and OVER!

wouriy

Franz & Catherine

Pre 1800, born
Teldau, Meck
1813 Boizenburg

1854 - same ship

WAIT!!

7 with Henry’s
lily

Doras BLUM

1822 Mecklenburg

1855 Clayton, IA

1854 - same ship

1855-1893

NO

NO



Sister Catherine Luehr

Her brother, William Blohm: his probate names Catherine Luehr without a location or spouse.
Her brother-in-law, Christopher Schmallfeldt provides Catherine’s location: Clayton County, Iowa.
e Conducted a search for a “Catherine Blohm Luehr” in Clayton County!
o NOTHING!!
e Return to the DNA...

LIZ and H H

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin | Maternal side

< 1% shared DNA]26 cM across 1 segments

e MATCHES:
o PS. @29 AND 2 matches with surname: ABBE
o HAS A TREE!!



Sister Catherine Luehr or Maria Luehr

LIZ and H H H. 5,
@& FrankVogt

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin | Maternal side A& 18771934

<1% shared DNA: 26 cM across 1segments !
2 Glenda Lucille Vogt

1915-1961

Ida Luehr
Create a QUICK tree for Ida Luehr 2 1877-1949
Find a “Maria Blohm” who married a Heinrich Luehr
She consistently goes by MARIA. One record uses “A. MARIA.”
I'm stumped.

Keep looking



Maria Luehr

Liz’s DNA matches through:
Maria Blohm & Heinrich Luehr

At least 6 matches (there are more) through
at least 3 of Maria’s children.

HH



Blume v.

Event

Born

Married

Arrival in
usS

Clayton
County,
lowa

Arrival in
Steele
County

Burial in
Meriden

Maria (Liz)

1816

Mecklenburg

Abt 1840

1853

1853-1856

Eliza (G. R.)

1825 Teldau,
Mecklenburg

1848 Boizenburg,
Meck.

1854

1855 [son’s birth]

Henry (L. R.)
1828
Mecklenburg

1856, Clayton,
IA

1854 - same
ship

1856

Franz &
Catherine

Pre 1800, born
Teldau, Meck
1813 Boizenburg

1854 - same ship

1870 - Doras with
Doras

nry’s

Same places and the same times
OVER and OVER!

Bluhm v. Blohm Timelines

Doras BLUM

1822 Mecklenburg

1855 Clayton, IA

1854 - same ship

1855-1893

NO

NO

Maria Bluhm

1819 Mecklenburg

Abt 1840 Germany

WAIT

1856-1858

NO

NO



Liz’s DNA Matches to Blohm/Nielandt

Maria Maria/Catherine Doras Elizabeth Henry Wm



Resolve CONFLICTS:

Gap between 1813 marriage and 1825 births
2. Sannemans and Luehrs from Hannover BUT Blohms from Mecklenburg
a. How do they meet? Where do they marry?
b. Not a lot of Hannover church records online
3. Catherine Luehr (of the probate records) OR Maria Luehr (of the DNA Matches)
4. Missing Records
a. Immigration of the Luehrs
b. Marriages of Sanneman/Blohm and Luehr/Blohm
c. Baptisms of Sanneman children and Luehr children

!—J



Questions to Answer?

1813 Franz Blohm married Catherine Dorothea Nielandt
1814 Y
1815
1816
1817
1818 What's happening here?
1819 > 12 years?

1820 : o
M Maybe other children”

1822
1823
1824
1825 Eliza (b. 1825, baptized in Teldau)

1828 Henry (b. 1828, baptized in Boizenburg)

1835 William (b. 1835, baptized in Vorderhagen (neighborhood of Teldau)




Questions to Answer?

1813 Franz Blohm married Catherine Dorothea Nielandt

1814

1815

1816

1817

1818

1819

1820

1821

1822

1823

1824

1825 Eliza (b. 1825, baptized in Teldau) What do we know
1828 Henry (b. 1828, baptized in Boizenburg) o)
1835 William (b. 1835, baptized in Vorderhagen (neighborhood of Teldau) about these 3



Franz Blohm & Catherine Nielandt

Married 27 November 1813 in Teldau, Mecklenburg

Maria Blume Sanneman, born 1816

Maria Luehr, born 1819 Fills in Time Gap
Dorothea (Doras) Blum Schmallfeldt, born 1822

Elizabeth Abbe, born 1825

Henry Blohm, born 1828

William Blohm, born 1835
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Wattenmeer

Where did they meet? -
~1820 in Mecklenburg & Hannover
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Records in Mecklenburg
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Records in Mecklenburg
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Baptisms in Mecklenburg - NAMES!!

Jochen Heinrich Blohm, born 20 January 1815 from Teldau, died 1 February 1815
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Catharina Maria Blom, born ? March 1816 from Teldau, baptlzed 13 March 1816

[Maria Sanneman’s gravemarker’s, DOB = 12 March 1816]
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Two Maria-Catharinas?

Maria Sanneman’s 1830 Confirmation Record from Archion
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Maria Luehr’s Gravemarker |
“MARIA '

LUEHR ,

Geb den X C h o ll ~
11 Nov 1819 \ i ?V‘ (4 181 9
Gest den k ’

1 Oct 19087



Baptisms in Mecklenburg - NAMES!!

Anna Catharina Maria , born 11 November 1819 from Teldau
[Maria/Catherine Luehr! Her gravemarker DOB is 11 November 1819]
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Maria Dorothea Wilhelmina Blohm, born 18 October 1822 from Teldau
[Doras Schmallfeldt! Her gravemaker DOB is 15 October 1822]
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Baptisms in Mecklenburg - NAMES!!

Catharina Dorothea Elizabetha Henrica , born 12 November 1825 from Teldau
[Elizabeth Abbe! Her gravemarker DOB is 25 November 1825]
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Johann Heinrich Christian Blohm , born 12 October 1828 from Teldau
[Henry Blohm! His gravemarker DOB is 12 October 1828.]
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Baptisms in Mecklenburg - NAMES!!

Hemnch Wilhelm Theodor Blohm, born 15 December 1831 from Teldau, and died 24 December 1831
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Joachim Heinrich Wilhelm Blohm, born 31 January 1835 from Vorderhagen.
[His gravemarker DOB is too difficult to read online.]
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Baptism Names:

4 Daughters:
3 Maria

3 Catharina
2 Dorothea

4 Sons:

4 Heinrich
2 Joachim

2 Wilhelm

Name:

Jochen Heinrich Blohm

' Birth: 22 Jan 1815 in Boizenburg, Mecklenburg, Germany.

‘ Death: 1Feb 1815 in Boizenburg, Mecklenburg, Germany; age: 0.
Name: Catharina Maria BIohm!Ma.'ia I
Birth: 12 Mar 1816 in Mecklenburg, Germany.
Spouse: Heinrich Ludwig Senneman Marriage: Abt. 1836 in Germany.
Death: 30 Dec 1904 in Steele County, Minnesota, USA; age: 88.
Burial: Owatonna, Steele County, Minnesota, USA.
Name: Anna Catharina Maria Blohmm
Birth: 11 Nov 1819 in Boizenburg, Mecklenburg, Germany.
Spouse: Heinrich Luehr Marriage: abt 1840 in Germany.
Death: 4 Oct 1908 in Guttenberg, Clayton, lowa, USA; age: 88.
Burial: 06 Oct 1908 in Guttenberg, Clayton County, lowa, United States of America.
Name: Maria Dorothea Wilhelmine Blohn‘IDorothea I
Birth: 18 Oct 1822 in Boizenburg, Mecklenburg, Germany.
Spouse: Hartwig Christoph Jacob Schmahlfeldt Marriage: 25 Sep 1855 in Clayton County, lowa, USA.
Death: 2 Dec 1893 in Clayton County, lowa, USA; age: 71.
Burial: Clayton Center, Clayton County, lowa, United States of America.
Name: Catherine Dorothea Elisabetha Henrica Bloh
Birth: 12 Nov 1825 in Teldau, Mecklenberg, Germany’
Spouse: Johan Heinrich Abbe Marriage: 1 Mai 1848 in Boizenburg, Mecklenburg, Deutschland.
Death: 27 Sep 1906 in Meriden, Steele, Minnesota, USA; age: 80.
Burial: Owatonna, Steele County, Minnesota, USA.
Name: Johann Heinrich ChnstlaBiohm

' Birth: 12 Oct 1828 in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany.

‘ Spouse: Eva Margaret Beck Marriage: 19 Feb 1856 in Clayton County, lowa, USA.
Death: 08 May 1922 in Albert Lea, Freeborn, Minnesota, USA; age: 93.
Burial: Waldorf, Waseca County, Minnesota, United States of America.
Name: Heinrich Wilhelm Theodor Blohm
Birth: 15 Dec 1831 in Boizenburg, Mecklenburg, Germany.
Death: 24 Dec 1831in Boizenburg, Mecklenburg, Germany; age: O.
Burial: 27 Dez 1831 in Boizenburg, Mecklenburg, Deutschland.
Name: Joachin Heinrich Wilhelm BIohn*lWi\ha:I
Birth: 18 Nov 1835 in Vorderhagen, Mecklenburg, Germany.
Spouse: Pauline Henrietta Rosenau  Marriage: 20 Jun 1863 in Steele, Minnesota, USA.
Death: 12 May 1888 in Meriden, Steele, Minnesota, USA; age: 52.
Burial: Owatonna, Steele County, Minnesota, United States of America.
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wife and children has a “Margaretha Carstens”

versus “M. Kersten” of right age/sex

e Arriving NYC

e 19 August 1853 on SHIP: Hannover
H. M. Luhr age 43

H. G, age 33

D. =male, age 10

W. = female, age 7

M. = male, age 4 years, 6 months

H. = female, age 2 years, 6 months
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M. Kersten = female, age 48, 1853

Passengers
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Remaining Questions &/////,/
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There’s still a gap in records:

e Don’t have Maria’s to Heinrich L. Sanneman or Catherine’s to Heinrich Luehr (about 1840)
o  Both men from Hannover

e No Sanneman or Luehr grandchildren’s baptisms in Germany

e No online records of Franz Heinrich Blohm’s death or probate

e No online records of Catharina Dorothea Nielandt’s death or probate



How DNA bridges the gap:

r

A

Maria Blume
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DNA

Maria’s
Parents
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Summary of Information (///////

Neighbors : 1857 MN Territory Census

Cemetery : Several are buried in the same cemetery

Timeline : with repeated locations and time frames (Mecklenburg, Clayton County, Meriden)
DNA Matches : to the Sanneman/Blume and Sanneman/Pichner clusters revealed 24 Matches to
Franz Heinrich Blohm and Catharina Dorothea Nielandt through 3 independent lines of descent.
Probate : William Blohm’s probate record’s name Maria Sanneman as his sister

Probate : Christopher Schmallfeldt’s Will names Maria Sanneman as a sister-in-law

Passenger Lists: Family Groups traveling on the same ships to immigrate, possibly even the Luehr
Family

Correlation: Birth dates from gravemakers in Iowa and Minnesota, remarkably to baptism &
confirmation records

Resolved Conflict : “Clarified” First Name confusion
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Multi-Meeting Case Study ///////\ —
Who were the parents of Maria K. (Blume) Sanneman,
who died in Steele County, Minnesota on 30 December 1904?

Direct & Indirect Evidence (EA.N., Cemetery details and Timelines) paired with DNA evidence lead to
the previously unknown and unstated parents of Maria K. (Blume) Sanneman

Maria K. (Blume) Sanneman’s parents were
Franz Heinrich Blohm & Catharina Dorothea Nielandt of Teldau, Mecklenburg, Germany



Follow Me:




